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Parbold Parish Council 
__________________________________ 

Clerk:  Beth Joule 

Strawberry Cottage, Bispham Green, Nr Ormskirk, Lancashire L40 3SZ 

Tel: 07500 557347 

e-mail:  clerk@parbold-pc.gov.uk 

 

MINUTES 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Friday 7th 

November 2025 in Parbold Village Hall, The Common, WN8 7DN   

 

Present: Cllr Arnold (Chairman), Cllr Gill (Vice Chairman), Cllr Blake, Cllr 

Bailey, Cllr Mullen, Cllr McCafferty, Cllr Carruthers and Cllr Juckes 

 

3 members of the public in attendance. 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting a two minute silence was held in 

remembrance of the armed forces personnel who volunteered, served, fought and 

died for our freedom.  

 
 

1. To record apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Butts and Cllr Long. 

 

2. To receive declarations of interest 

 

Cllr McCafferty will present the proposals for the village show at item 8 then 

withdraw to allow discussions to be held. 

 

3. Public Participation: 

 

The meeting will be adjourned for an appropriate time (four minutes 

maximum per speech) for members of the public to raise matters of 

concern or interest as notified to the Chairman. 

A representative from the PCA notified the meeting that the village hall gutters 

are in need of clearing. Also, the main hall lighting is failing, there are already 

2 lights compromised and a third one now flashing on and off. It seems the 

fittings are now obsolete and so it may be necessary to replace all 8 fittings as 
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sometimes this is more cost effective. Some minor damage was noticed near 

the light fittings that may also need checking.  

The representative asked whether a meeting can be held with the surgery 

practice manager regarding the ongoing parking issue on the village hall car 

park and surroundings. 

A member of the public raised the issue of the new car sales business on 

Station Road parking vehicles for sale on the roadside, in contravention of the 

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005. 

  

 

4. To ratify as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd 

October 2025. 

 

These were accepted as a correct record of the meeting and approved to be 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

5. To ratify accounts and authorise payment of accounts presented or paid 

since the last meeting 

070925   SLCC annual membership                                         BACS  £190.00 

120925   Boiler Care – village hall                                            D/D        £19.25 

131025   LCC SpID post installation                                        BACS  £750.00 

150925   O2 CCTV                                                                   D/D       £29.08 

150925  Vision Link                                                                 D/ D       £24.00 

221025   Amazon – signs for VH gate                                     BACS       £9.89 

281025   B Joule – salary                                                         S/O     £ 965.42 

311025   Laurence Davis groundworks                                   BACS £1910.00 

310925   Bank charges                                                             D/D           £6.00 

231025   HMRC Tax/NI                                                          BACS   £1065.81 

311025   LCC licence for lamp posts                                     BACS      £92.40 

051125   Yates – goal posts installation                                 BACS  £1140.00 

 

Signatories – please note that following authorisation at this meeting the  

requests for BACS payment will mirror this list.  
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6.  To note Planning and Planning Applications 

 

Application no. 2025/0544/FUL 

Location: 5A The Common, Parbold 

Proposal: Change of Use from existing office building to a new Cafe Bar, 

with a single storey extension provided to the front of the building, together 

with an external covered seating area. 

Comments: The Parish Council has no objection to this application but has a 

concern over the lack of parking. The existing spaces at the front of the 

property will be removed to accommodate the extension and the nearby car 

park by the shops is regularly full during the daytime due to insufficient 

parking throughout the village. 

 

 

7.  Village matters 

 

• To consider the request from the PCA to replace lighting in the 

village hall main room 

With regard to the previously raised issue of failing lighting in the main 

room of the village hall, it was resolved to investigate this further in 

order to determine exactly what works are necessary. 

• To receive an update on the meeting with United Utilities and 

consider the community activities proposal 

A report from the recent meeting with United Utilities had been 

circulated to Members prior to this meeting. This covered topics such 

as odour complaints, water quality, flooding issues and future 

developments. It was agreed that the instances of odour have 

significantly decreased but further improvements are still necessary to 

eradicate them altogether. The text alerts prior to routine tank cleaning 

seem to have stopped and UU management will report back to correct 

this. 

From early next year there will be works to install a completely new 

system at the Hoscar site, which will be the biggest in the United 

Kingdom. This £250 million project is necessary to accommodate the 

increase in demand from new housing being built or planned between 

now and 2050, and to improve existing infrastructure.  
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8. Alder Lane matters 

 

• To discuss the outline plans from the Parbold Village show 

committee for the 2026 village show schedule of events  

Following the Village show AGM, Cllr McCafferty was again elected 

as Chairman. In this capacity he presented to Members new proposals 

from the village show committee, which included options to run the 

show over 2 or 3 days. Cllr McCafferty then left the meeting.  

The 3-day option is to remain with the same format as last year – 

children’s disco on the Friday evening, main show on the Saturday and 

a daytime music event on the Sunday. The 2-day option would move 

Sunday’s music event to immediately after the show on Saturday. This 

would reduce the cost of the marquee hire and potentially be less 

intrusive for the residents of Bramble Way and surrounding area. It was 

resolved to accept the new 2-day format for 2026 with the proviso that 

the music ceases at 9pm and the ground closes by 10pm. The final 

decision will lie with the committee as they will need to confirm 

musician’s availability. Cllr McCafferty then returned to the meeting. 

 

• To receive an update on the Football Foundation’s report on the 

rugby pitch project 

The Football Foundation released a pitch report for the rugby pitch at 

Alder Lane. This is part of the agreed 6 year project to improve the pitch 

and it is looking in first class condition. The project is now moving into 

year 3 when the annual cost of the improvement works will be topped 

up by the Parish Council and Shevington Sharks RFC.  
 

 

• To consider a proposal to install moorings alongside the canal by 

Chapel Meadow 

Cllr Bailey gave an overview of the mooring situation in the northwest, 

where there are currently very limited available moorings, particularly 

for a residential mooring – he stated that only 4 remain of over 300 in 

the north west.  

The Parish Council own or lease approximately 350 metres of canal 

bank alongside Bramble Way car park and Chapel Meadow, some or 

all of which may be suitable for narrowboat mooring. This has the 

potential for a commercial enterprise in conjunction with the Canal and 

Rivers Trust, to bring in income for the community.  
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It was resolved to support this project in principle, with further enquiries 

to be made to establish the feasibility of this proposal. 

 

 

• To consider issues regarding the Bramble Way car park 

Cllr Arnold appraised Members of almost daily issues of dogs being 

allowed to run loose on the Alder Lane playing fields, which is strictly 

against a local order. This unfortunately leads to dog fouling on the 

pitches which is highly unpleasant for the teams that play there every 

weekend.  

It was resolved to look into improving signage and contacting the Dog 

Warden to patrol the playing fields where possible. It was also thought 

a good idea to signpost the Chapel Meadow from the car park, as when 

the Best Kept Village judges came they were uncertain where to find it. 

 

 

 

9.   To discuss the LALC new Councillor training opportunities 

 

Members were appraised of online training opportunities by LALC for new 

Councillors. It was resolved to look into the provision of new/refresher 

training for the whole Parish Council, preferably by Zoom. 

  

10.  Updates on Councillor raised issues 

 

• To receive an update on flood prevention within the village 

Cllr Juckes gave an update on efforts to improve the flood prevention 

infrastructure in the village. It is proving very difficult for LCC and 

Network Rail to reach an indemnity agreement which is hampering 

progress. Ashley Dalton MP is aware of this problem and will continue 

to try for a resolution.  

 

• To receive an update on the correspondence regarding the Station 

House in Parbold 

Cllr Carruthers is continuing to push the company owning the station 

house to improve its exterior. Some clearing of vegetation has been 

done but it still remains in a neglected condition. 
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11.   Clerk’s Report 

 

This report was noted by Members. 

 

12.  Councillors’ agenda items for future meetings 

 

Cllr Bailey asked that the issue of parking throughout the whole village is 

placed on the next Agenda. He also asked that Morrisons clear the storage 

boxes that are stacked on the side of the building in breach of the licence. 

 

Cllr McCafferty asked how the general condition of the subway may be 

improved. It was confirmed that it is under the control of Network Rail. 

 

Cllr Gill raised the issue of leaves falling into roadside gullies, which can 

block the drains and cause flooding. One cause is the use of leaf blowers to 

blow the leaves from properties onto the pavement and gullies and this 

practice should be avoided. Some pavements in the village can become 

covered in falling leaves which can cause a problem for pedestrians. 

 

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business 

to be transacted, the public and the press, leave the meeting during the 

consideration of the remaining items on the agenda, if any. 

 

 

13.  To receive an update on Christmas lights costings and consider the 

provision of these lights for Christmas 2025 

 

The previous licence from LCC expired in February of this year and the 

process is underway to source a new one.  ENW require an Energy Liability 

Acceptance which names the Lighting Authority. It has been quite a trial to 

source whose electricity the string lights will be using, as LCC signposted to 

WLBC, who don’t have anything to do with the lamp posts through Parbold 

and so bounced the request back to LCC. Cllr Arnold has inspected the string 

lights from one of the contacted suppliers and these are suitable for use. As 

long as there is no definite date to install, such as a switch on ceremony, the 

suppliers should still be able to install around the end of November. The same 

safety barriers as last year can be used at a similar cost. 

The volunteers are happy to install the Christmas tree again this year but need 

additional help, and several Councillors offered help. 
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14.  To consider the vacancy of the role of Local Representative Trustee for 

the Peter Lathom Charity 

 

Cllr Blake and Cllr Carruthers gave an overview of the role of Local 

Representative Trustee. Although Cllr Juckes offered to undertake this role 

she lives outside of the village, which does not fulfil the criteria of the role. A 

Parbold resident has been identified who is suitable and willing to take on this 

role and it was resolved to agree to this proposal. 

 

15.  To receive an update on the village hall extension project and consider 

next steps 

 

This item was deferred from the last meeting. Councillors still have strong 

concerns about the feasibility of the extension project. It had originally been 

promoted as a much smaller extension, with much smaller risk attached, but 

now seems to have grown exponentially. There was concern that, should 

anything go wrong, the liability for very significant costs and other factors 

may fall on the Council to cover both in the short and long term. Although  

Members remain supportive of the PCA’s overall vision of improvements to 

the hall it was resolved to ask for the application to be halted for the time 

being. This decision was made in order to safeguard the Council’s 

responsibility for the long term future of the village hall and Members are 

open to further discussions for plans to maximise the use and revenue of the 

venue. 

  

16.  To consider the grants promoted by Lancashire County Council 

 

Members were appraised of grants that were promoted at the recent LCC 

conference, including a £2,000 Member Grant to support community 

initiatives. Parish Councils are encouraged to apply or promote the grants so 

it can add value locally. Also available is the Parish Champion Grant Scheme, 

which provides up to £10,000 annually to support community-led projects, 

from defibrillators and benches to play equipment and environmental 

improvements.  

 

 

17.   To consider the request for funding from Dial-a-Ride 

 

The council had received a request for a donation to West Lancashire Dial-a-

Ride. It was resolved not to support this request at this time. 
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There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 2115hrs. 

 

 

 

………………………… 

Chairman                               7th November 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


